Friends of Darwen Cemetery

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22 June 2011 at the Whitehall Community Building, Darwen at 6.30pm

Apologies:  Tony Foster, David Foster, Chris Thayne, Headteacher of Vale High School, June Ellison, Tony Watson, Brian Bailey, Adam Turner, Diane Walsh
Present: John East, Diane Davies, Rosemary Jackson, Patrick O’Reilly, W Briggs, Paul Dargan, Lena Talbot, David Shorrock, Maureen Roberts, Len Jackson, Kath Walsh, Mick Walsh, Ann Stokes, Jill Marr, C Coleman, S Riding, Sarah France, Anne Lamont, Rose France, Colin Briggs, Geraldine Jackson, Lena Talbot, G Ashworth, B Lomax, Paul Dargan, Pauline Dargan
John East, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting, both FODC members and members of the public.  He welcomed Hannah Jackson and her family who had been invited to attend for the site visit and to have photographs taken in the Ashes Garden with the memorial designed by Hannah.  He explained that the meeting would be in two parts; a short business meeting and the site visit to the cemetery to see the work that had been carried out this year.
1.  Minutes of last meeting – agreed.

2.  Matters arising – none.

3.  The Chair gave an overview of why FODC were applying for charitable status and the progress so far with the application.  The amendments to the objects in the Constitution as suggested by the Charities Commission had been circulated with the Agenda and copies were available at the meeting.  These had been discussed by the Trustees at the last Management Meeting on 15 June and how they fitted in with original objects and the Trustees were happy to take these amendments to the Public Meeting.  The Chair asked for a proposer to the resolution that FODC accept the five amended objects in the constitution and the sixth object put forward by the Chair and the Trustees (subject to the approval of the Charities Commission).
FODC Amended Constitution Objects for Public Meeting 22 June 2011 (as attached to Agenda)
	Suggested amendments by the Charities Commision so that the organisation's purposes or objects are worded in a precise way that meets charity law requirements; and that the organisation primarily benefits the public. 
	Current Objects from the Constitution

(RJ’s interpretation to make sure everything is covered)

	1. To secure the conservation, maintenance, operation and management of Darwen Cemetery and its historic buildings, memorials, tombs and other historic physical features for the public benefit.
	2)
preserve and improve Darwen Cemetery.

Seeking advice whether to leave ‘buildings’ in.

	2. To secure the conservation and management of the historic landscape, plants and natural life at Darwen Cemetery for the public benefit.
	2)
preserve and improve Darwen Cemetery.

3)
promote the historical, environmental and cultural significance of Darwen Cemetery. 

4)
investigate the biodiversity potential of Darwen Cemetery.

	3. To advance the education of the public by making available materials for the study of the lives and significance of those buried in Darwen Cemetery and their monuments by collecting, storing and making available information on the genealogies, conditions and life styles of the inhabitants of Darwen and related areas through the ages by managing and displaying material to demonstrate issues related to the history of Darwen Cemetery and those buried in it and by preparing educational activities for schools, colleges, universities and other bodies who wish to visit the cemetery in connection with their programmes, courses and syllabuses.
	3)
promote the historical, environmental and cultural significance of Darwen Cemetery. 

6)
encourage community participation in our work, especially by the youth of the town.



	4. To secure the proper conservation, management and care of the books of remembrance, historic burial records, cremation records and other archives relating to the Darwen Cemetery for the public benefit.
	3)
promote the historical, environmental and cultural significance of Darwen Cemetery.

	5. To do all such other lawful things as are necessary to the attainment of the above objects or any of the above objects.
	1)
provide a forum for Darwen Eastern and Western Cemeteries (in this document called “Darwen Cemetery") visitors to participate in discussions and activities.

5)
communicate its work to elected Council and Board members, other agencies and organisations and members of the community. 

6) encourage community participation in our work, especially by the youth of the town.

	Additional Object suggested by the Trustees

For the benefit of the public develop the site in partnership with Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council as a cultural, heritage centre of excellence engaging and in including all members of the community.
	Sent to the Charities Commission on 16/6/2011 for their comments.


Resolution proposed by Mick Walsh and seconded by Colin Briggs.  The vote to accept this was unanimous.  These changes will be made to the Constitution.

4. Any other business

· The events for the 150th Anniversary of the opening of the cemetery were discussed.  The FODC Exhibition in Darwen Library opened on Saturday 18th June and will run until 8th July.  The Family Fun night will take place on Saturday, 25 June at Bolton Road United Reformed Church, Darwen.
· The site visit to the cemetery was outlined and health and safety advice given.  The walk would start at the Awards for All Nature Memorial Garden project (currently under construction) and then go into the older part of the cemetery where the Jackson family would be shown the Ashes Memorial Garden, where the memorial designed by Hannah Jackson had been placed.  The walk would take in Sections B, C and E where the group have been concentrating their efforts, finishing at the Ashton Memorial, the first memorial to be fixed by the group.  On the way we would be looking at some of the war graves that have been adopted by schools, youth groups or families.  The Chair publicly thanked Mick Walsh for volunteering to teach the skill of dry stone walling to volunteers with the construction of the seat in the Nature Memorial Garden.  Refreshments would be available at the Whitehall Community Building after the tour of the cemetery.
Time and date of the next public meeting Wednesday, 21 September at 7.00pm, venue TBA
