Friends of Darwen Cemetery

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 30th June 2010 at the Bolton Road United Reformed Church, Darwen at 7.00pm
Present:  Patrick O’Reilly Deputy Chairman; Rosemary Jackson, Secretary; David Shorrock; Len Jackson; Tony Foster; Ann Stokes; Vanessa Moore; Anne and David Hull; Michael Walsh; Susan Riding; Carol Coleman; Diane Walsh, Christine Heys; Pat Hancock; Diane Davies; Colin Briggs; Anne Lamont; Paul, Pauline and Liam Dargan; Lena Talbot; Jayne Waring; Joan Hepple; Malcolm Ross; Kath Reece.
Apologies: John East, Chairman; Brent Stevenson, Treasurer; Harold Heys; Susan Smith; Karimeh and David Foster (Blackburn with Darwen Councillors - Whitehall Ward); Rose France; Mik Ince; Adam Turner
The presentation by Liam Dargan prepared for the last meeting was shown before the start of the meeting.  (Technical problems stopped it being shown on 28 April 2010)
Pat O’Reilly, Deputy Chairman, welcomed everyone to the meeting and read out the apologies.

1.  Minutes from the meeting of 28 April 2010 were circulated and agreed.

2.  Matters arising.


None

3.  A powerpoint presentation – What we have achieved in the first 5 months of FODC  was shown.  Pat introduced the presentation with a few milestones such as date formed, management committee appointed, when working parties started and when the website went online.
Before the presentation commenced Rosemary Jackson, on behalf of FODC, thanked Liam Dargan for all his hard work on the website and for doing presentations for us.  The meeting agreed and applauded Liam.
· Website – (Paul and Liam Dargan).  Outlined what the website contains and how it provides a public service.  Paul added that we are pleased to receive information to put on the website.  We have a gallery of photographs and have just received a large number of photographs from Jayne Waring.
· Working parties (Paul Dargan and Pat 0’Reilly)  Information about the working parties and what they achieved. There were restraints on what could be achieved until some of the large work such as cutting back the rhododendrons had been completed.

Working Parties had been once a month to start with, but were now every 2 weeks with an average of 25 people per working party.  Paul thanked everyone who has been turning up to help on the working parties.  
· Adopt a war grave project and working with schools (Diane Davies).  

· 28 war graves have now been adopted and the working party have managed to prepare about 22 so far ready for adoption  Three primary schools, St Josephs, St Barnabas and Ashleigh, have already adopted graves.  Two more primary schools, Darwen Aldridge Community Academy and 3 community groups have applied to adopt graves.  Most graves have been mapped but around 14 war graves are still to be located.
· There has been a competition to design a flower bed.  Originally this had been for the Memorial Garden but it had now been decided to have a special flower bed by the Cross of Sacrifice and main entrance..  The winner was a Union Jack design by a child from St Barnabas school.

· The competition to design a centre piece for the Memorial Garden was won by a child from Ashleigh School.  The design was a flower and will be a Lancashire rose bud.
· Remembrance Day will involve young people from Darwen and Rev. Lena Talbot will take a children’s service followed by children placing poppies on all war graves.

· History walks and research in the cemetery (Tony Foster).  Tony gave examples of what research had been carried out so far including the history walk research.  The booklet was available and FODC were asking for a donation to help with costs.  Tony said we would be researching the history of the cemetery in time for next year’s 150th Anniversary of the opening in 1861.  Tony asked for any old photos of the cemetery and especially the old chapels to help with this.  Malcolm Ross offered copies slides taken in 1975.
· Fundraising (Rosemary Jackson).  Outlined the fundraising we had done so far.  We had secured grants from the Neighbourhood Board, Cash for Communities, the Lloyd Charitable Trust, the Chestnut Fund and were awaiting an answer from the Darwen Town Council, who had been asked by the Neighbourhood Board to match fund their grant.  We had been turned down by the Cooperative Members Fund and CVS Grassroots.  We had also received funding of gifts in kind and have recently posted a page on our website thanking and listing our supporters.
· Refixing of memorials  (Rosemary Jackson)  Gave information about how Blackburn with Darwen BC and FODC chose a memorial mason to complete the first phase of our project in Section C.  Need further funding to complete this section and are hoping Darwen Town Council will help with this.  [Late news – Darwen Town Council have match funded the Neighbourhood Board and awarded us £5,950]
· Blackburn with Darwen BC contribution (Rosemary Jackson in the absence of Mik Ince) informed the meeting of what help FODC have received from Blackburn with Darwen BC.
· What we hope to achieve by the end of the year - Pat O’Reilly spoke about what we would like to get completed by the end of the year.  If finances allow to complete Section C and be well on with the completion of the Memorial Garden.  We hope to raise further funds from Awards for All and apply to Biffa/Entrust to further our project.  We hope to have more adoptions of war graves before Remembrance Day and plant wild bulbs in the cemetery in the Autumn.
4.  After a short break there was a discussion and question and answer session.
Discussion and questions included:

How could we be sure that the council would not topple the headstones we have had refixed.

FODC hoped that the council would consult with us before any testing took place.  Also the memorials had been refixed to the NAMM Code of Working Practice, which we had been informed meant that the memorials would be stable for many years to come.
Regarding planting, would we be seeking advice re planting of wild plants.  Suggested we contact Peter Jepson, Wildlife Officer for advice.  RJ will be looking into this.

Information was given regarding lottery funding called ‘Young Roots’.  Jayne Waring to send RJ further information.

5.  Any other business

FODC will be having a stall at Darwen Gala on 21 August 2010 to publicise our work and raise funds.

Time and date of next meeting – Wednesday, 22 September at 7.00 at Bolton Road United Reformed Church

1

